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First Reading
An informant came to David with the report,
“The children of Israel have transferred their loyalty to Absalom.”
At this, David said to all his servants
who were with him in Jerusalem:
“Up! Let us take flight, or none of us will escape from Absalom.
Leave quickly, lest he hurry and overtake us,
then visit disaster upon us and put the city to the sword.”
As David went up the Mount of Olives, he wept without ceasing.
His head was covered, and he was walking barefoot.
All those who were with him also had their heads covered
and were weeping as they went.
As David was approaching Bahurim,
a man named Shimei, the son of Gera
of the same clan as Saul’s family,
was coming out of the place, cursing as he came.
He threw stones at David and at all the king’s officers,
even though all the soldiers, including the royal guard,
were on David’s right and on his left.
Shimei was saying as he cursed:
“Away, away, you murderous and wicked man!
The LORD has requited you for all the bloodshed in the family of Saul,
in whose stead you became king,
and the LORD has given over the kingdom to your son Absalom.
And now you suffer ruin because you are a murderer.”
Abishai, son of Zeruiah, said to the king:
“Why should this dead dog curse my lord the king?
Let me go over, please, and lop off his head.”
But the king replied: “What business is it of mine or of yours,
sons of Zeruiah, that he curses?
Suppose the LORD has told him to curse David;
who then will dare to say, ‘Why are you doing this?’”
Then the king said to Abishai and to all his servants:
“If my own son, who came forth from my loins, is seeking my life,
how much more might this Benjaminite do so?
Let him alone and let him curse, for the LORD has told him to.
Perhaps the LORD will look upon my affliction
and make it up to me with benefits
for the curses he is uttering this day.”

2 Samuel 5:1-7, 10

David and his men continued on the road,
while Shimei kept abreast of them on the hillside,
all the while cursing and throwing stones and dirt as he went.

The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

R e s p o n s o r i a l P s a lm

Psalm 3:2-3, 4-5, 6-7

+ (8a) Lord, rise up and save me.
O LORD, how many are my adversaries!
Many rise up against me!
Many are saying of me,
“There is no salvation for him in God.” +
But you, O LORD, are my shield;
my glory, you lift up my head!
When I call out to the LORD,
he answers me from his holy mountain. +
When I lie down in sleep,
I wake again, for the LORD sustains me.
I fear not the myriads of people
arrayed against me on every side. +

A c c l a m a ti o n

before

A great prophet has arisen in our midst
and God has visited his people.

the

Gospel

Robert M. Evers

Gospel
Jesus and his disciples came to the other side of the sea,
to the territory of the Gerasenes.
When he got out of the boat,
at once a man from the tombs who had an unclean spirit met him.
The man had been dwelling among the tombs,
and no one could restrain him any longer, even with a chain.
In fact, he had frequently been bound with shackles and chains,
but the chains had been pulled apart by him and the shackles smashed,
and no one was strong enough to subdue him.
Night and day among the tombs and on the hillsides
he was always crying out and bruising himself with stones.
Catching sight of Jesus from a distance,
he ran up and prostrated himself before him,
crying out in a loud voice,
“What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God?
I adjure you by God, do not torment me!”
(He had been saying to him, “Unclean spirit, come out of the man!”)
He asked him, “What is your name?”
He replied, “Legion is my name. There are many of us.”
And he pleaded earnestly with him
not to drive them away from that territory.
Now a large herd of swine was feeding there on the hillside.
And they pleaded with him,
“Send us into the swine. Let us enter them.”
And he let them, and the unclean spirits came out and entered the swine.
The herd of about two thousand rushed down a steep bank into the sea,
where they were drowned.
The swineherds ran away and reported the incident in the town
and throughout the countryside.
And people came out to see what had happened.
As they approached Jesus,
they caught sight of the man who had been possessed by Legion,
sitting there clothed and in his right mind.
And they were seized with fear.
Those who witnessed the incident explained to them what had happened
to the possessed man and to the swine.
Then they began to beg him to leave their district.
As he was getting into the boat,
the man who had been possessed pleaded to remain with him.
But Jesus would not permit him but told him instead,

Mark 5:1-20

“Go home to your family and announce to them
all that the Lord in his pity has done for you.”
Then the man went off and began to proclaim in the Decapolis
what Jesus had done for him; and all were amazed.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
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Great Amen

T h e C o mm u n i o n R it e
The Lord’s Prayer
Agnus Dei

Roman Missal

C o mm u n i o n
The reception of Holy Communion is the most sacred act for Catholics. We believe that we
are then receiving the Body and Blood of Christ. Catholics who are properly prepared should
approach the ministers of Holy Communion.
We ask non-Catholics not to receive. They are encouraged, however, to come forward with
arms crossed over their heart to receive a blessing.

Hymn

“O Lord, I Am Not Worthy”
NON DIGNUS

T h e C o n c l u d i n g R it e s
Recessional Hymn

“I Sing the Mighty Power of God”
ELLACOMBE

G u i d e li n e s f o r t h e R e c e p ti o n o f C o mm u n i o n
F o r C a t h o li c s
As Catholics, we fully participate in the celebration of the Eucharist when we receive
Holy Communion. We are encouraged to receive Communion devoutly and frequently. In
order to be properly disposed to receive Communion, participants should not be conscious
of grave sin and normally should have fasted for one hour. A person who is conscious
of grave sin is not to receive the Body and Blood of the Lord without prior sacramental
confession except for a grave reason where there is no opportunity for confession. In this
case, the person is to be mindful of the obligation to make an act of perfect contrition,
including the intention of confessing as soon as possible (Code of Canon Law, canon
916). A frequent reception of the Sacrament of Penance is encouraged for all.
F o r o u r f e ll o w C h r i s ti a n s
We welcome our fellow Christians to this celebration of the Eucharist as our brothers
and sisters. We pray that our common baptism and the action of the Holy Spirit in this
Eucharist will draw us closer to one another and begin to dispel the sad divisions which
separate us. We pray that these will lessen and finally disappear, in keeping with Christ’s
prayer for us “that they may all be one” (John 17:21).
Because Catholics believe that the celebration of the Eucharist is a sign of the reality
of the oneness of faith, life, and worship, members of those churches with whom we
are not yet fully united are ordinarily not admitted to Holy Communion. Eucharistic
sharing in exceptional circumstances by other Christians requires permission according
to the directives of the diocesan bishop and the provisions of canon law (canon 844 §4).
Members of Orthodox Churches, the Assyrian Church of the East, and the Polish National
Catholic Church are urged to respect the discipline of their own Churches. According
to Roman Catholic Discipline, the Code of Canon Law does not object to the reception
of Communion by Christians of these Churches (canon 844 §3).
F o r t h o s e n o t r e c e i v i n g H o l y C o mm u n i o n
All who are not receiving Holy Communion are encouraged to express in their hearts a
prayerful desire for unity with the Lord Jesus and with one another.
F o r n o n - C h r i s ti a n s
We also welcome to this celebration those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ.
While we cannot admit them to Holy Communion, we ask them to offer their prayers
for the peace and the unity of the human family.
Copyright © 1996, United States Catholic Conference. All rights reserved.

Music used with permission under OneLicense.net #A-700542.

Fifth Avenue at 50th Street, New York, NY 10022
(212) 753-2261

www.saintpatrickscathedral.org

His Eminence, Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York
Rev. Enrique J. Salvo, Rector
Rev. Andrew King, Master of Ceremonies
Rev. Edward Dougherty, MM • Rev. Arthur Golino • Rev. Donald Haggerty
Jennifer Pascual, DMA, Director of Music and Organist
Daniel Brondel, Associate Director of Music and Organist
Michael Hey, Associate Director of Music and Organist
Robert M. Evers, Music Administrator and Programs Editor

